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ÅThe ABCD Corp. has partnered with a private 

developer, the 700 Chestnut Avenue, LLC. in an effort 

to redevelop a 1.3 acres site in the City of Altoonaôs 

Enterprise Zone for new commercial development. The 

site consists of 15 separate parcels including a parcel 

located at 700-08 Chestnut Avenue (0.3 acres). Based 

upon a phase I & II assessment completed in 2006, 

contaminants exceeding the PA  DEP Statewide Health 

Standards in soil and groundwater  were identified.



ÅThe ABCD Corp., on behalf of the developers, are 

requesting a ISR grant in the amount of $46,002 

($61,335 TPC) to assist in the completion of additional 

assessments to determine the nature and extent of the 

problem, the risks involved and the identification of the 

cost to remediate so the property can become part of 

the overall redevelopment parcel.



Site History

Å700-08 Chestnut Avenue ïñdouble-troubleò site.

ÅGasoline/service station 1950 -1970ôs. UST 

information does not exist.

ÅDry cleaners 1970ôs to 2006.

ïGovernment regulations which would require the proper 

disposal of the dry cleaning solvents and filters during the 

early operations were not in place. Due to the uncertainty and 

lack of details pertaining to the gas stationôs UST and the 

disposal practices at the dry cleaners é it is the opinion of the 

environmental professionals that the historical land uses at 

the site are cause for concernò.



Findings and Conclusions

ÅFindings and conclusions of a geophysical survey 

identified a possible underground storage tank to the 

south of the existing building and the existence of what 

may be a former UST vault.

ÅAdditional preliminary investigations also concluded 

that concentrations of a gasoline constituent (1,3,5,-

TMB) were identified as well a benzene, 1,2,4 ïTMB, 

PCE and lead concentrations above the PA DEP 

standard. Also found were vinyl chloride as well as 

toluene, ethylbenzene, methyl-tertiary-butyl ether, 

naphthalene, dichloroetheneand trichoroethene.

ÅConclusion: ñthere appears to be environmental 

liabilities associated with the site.



Proposed scope: Note: Approved by DEP

ÅSeven (7) Tasks: Soil Assessment (site), Tank Field 

Investigation and Soil Sampling, Soil Assessment 

beneath building, UST Excavation, Removal and Post-

Excavation Soil Sampling, Groundwater Monitoring 

Well Installation, Groundwater Monitoring, 

Preparation of Reports.



The Redevelopment/Economic Impact:

Å700 Chestnut Avenue, LLC has assembled the site and 

owns 700-08 Chestnut Avenue.



The Redevelopment/Economic Impact:

ÅArea consists of older some deteriorated buildings and 

mixed uses.



The Redevelopment/Economic Impact:

ÅHigh traffic area near Altoona Regional Health 

Systems Altoona Hospital Campus



The Redevelopment/Economic Impact:

Altoona City Authority 

($4.3 million)

One of three proposed redevelopment projects 

along Chestnut Avenue 



The Redevelopment/Economic Impact:

One of three proposed redevelopment projects 

along Chestnut Avenue 

Professional Medical Center

($2.5 million)



Proposed Site Results

ÅProposed site will provide location for new 

commercial/retail facility

ïProposed investment of $4.5 million

ïJob creation ï125 new jobs 



TO THE STORY

BUT THERE IS MORE 



The ñBigger Pictureò

City Core 

Redevelopment 

Initiative



Altoona Regional Health System

2007 Altoona 

Regional 

Health System 

(3 Inner-City 

Campuses) 

announced a 

$40,000,000 

plan to upgrade 

the Altoona 

Hospital 

Campus 

adjacent to this 

location.



Station Medical Center

Redevelopment 

- $15,000,000



City Designated Gateway

City designated 

ñGatewayò 

along 4th Street 

ïspot 

demolition, 

housing 

rehabilitation, 

commercial 

façade loans, 

curb, sidewalk 

and street trees



Nehemiah Project 
Nehemiah 

Project along 

11th Street 

(faith-based 

adopt a 

neighborhood 

initiative) ï

spot 

demolition, 

community 

center 

renovation 

project, 

housing 

rehabilitation, 

curb and 

sidewalk 

improvements, 

playground 

development



Chestnut Avenue Redevelopment



Penn State Altoona Downtown Campus



Keith Hilltop Apartments

New residential 

development 



City Core Redevelopment Investment

City Core 

Redevelopment 

Investment ï

app. 

$75,000,000



Conclusion

$46,002 ISR Grant = $75,000,000 



Conclusion

We have shown:

Å That contamination is reasonably suspected or known to exist

Å That there is a bona fide purchaser and that the site presents 

potential for redevelopment

Å That it is part of a local development strategy

Å That the scope of work will protect the environment and has 

been approved by the DEP

Å That matching investment both public and private, is available 

not only specific to the site but in the general area

Å That the project will impact an area in the City that has 

experienced economic distress

Å Project is ready to go.
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